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THE STORY OF ALLOTMENT
: : ~—By m—!m-she.
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1" HE allotment of lands
among the five ecivilized
gribes has, by this time, pro-
grossed so far as'to be re-
?ﬁ‘lﬂd as a thing of the past;
18 no longer a live guestion,
d may be properly enough
spoken of in the tones of sober
ory. Asa piece of relent-
less administration, it swept
over these nations like the lev-
aling blast of a eyclone, That
it should have fallen more
heavily apon the Cherokees
than any other tribe was doubt-
less due to the fact that they
were further advanced than any
other in the eareer of civiliza
tion, and had a greater accnmu-
Iation of valuable intorests to
be uprooted and blown away,

Allotment, ns a permanent
feature in the Indian policy of
the United States, was origin-
ally suggested by the spontan-
eous exigencios that came finally
to environ the nomadic tribes
that strolled upon the western

laing, The time nad come in
he life of the continent when it
was meet, nay necessary, that
Indian nomadism should be dis-
continued.

This expedient consisted at
first in simply setting nlpnrr n
amall plot of ground, and then
eaptuning the Indians by tribes,
and placing them upon it, at
the same time throwing around
them a circle of barriers which
aut them off from all possible
means of escape; it was, in
fact, only o species of wholesale
imprisonment, The scheme
was  extremely radical and
bharsh, and, in its execntion,
often gave rise to seenes of de-
plomljﬁ inhumanity. The In-
dians thus wrenched so abruptly
out of their old heveditary way
of living, found all their acens-
tomed notions of rightful pur-
suit and aequisition to be
strangely out of accord with
the state of the times, Their
former theories of zelf-support
became suddenly obsolete and
ineffectunl. The familiar im-
lements with which they had
wen wont, from time unme-
morinl, to procure their sub-
sistence, parted with their nse-
fulness, and nssumed the chur-
scter of only melancholy me-
mentos of an age that [msm--l
away. It e true, the varoos
appliances of civilized indostry
were put into their hands with
commendable liberality; but
the wretched captives  hind
neither the skill, nor the heart,
o turn them to any profitable
account, As to food, -‘}a\!]li!lj.{.
and all the other cardinal neces-
garies of natural life, they had
been rendered just as dependent
upon the gratuities of the out-

Wy Bamde world, us if they had been

]

shut up within the walls of o
bastile,

Frowm this elementary form of
allotment in tribes to individ-
ual allotment, the step was nat-
ural and easy; it was in great
favor with both whites and In-
dians, The former urged it with
gealons solicitation beeause of
the vast amount of fertile land
which it was expected to release
from Indian oceupancy, and
mnke available for white settle
ment. The latter were pleased
with it. though from a differ-
ent, vt equally cogent reason :
lying helpless, as they were,
the very lowest extreme of ad-
versity, they had come to the
conelusion that their case was
ineapable of any furt her enlarge-
ment of misery, and that what-
ever change might take place
in their condition, it must, ae-
cording to the laws of natural
sequence, bring along with it
some sort of reaction for the
better, Henve they acoepted
without o murmur the terms
proffered by the government,
and, with the facile compliance
of little ehildren, put up with
Lu!t such portion of their own

ereditary soil as happesed to
fall to thew from the s of
conguerors, taking it, not as a
ace of an estate justly duoe
hem, but as a “‘lot” coming to

them somehow through the
wysterions . arrangements of
chance.
The

government was  well

its appreciation on suitable ree-
ord. Tempering the proverbi.
ally cold spirit of administration
with a pretty bit of tropical sen-
timent, it was ordered by the
executive Lhat, in awarding al-
lotments to these captive* wards
of the nation,'"the work should
be condneted under the delicate
supervision of female authority.
The process was attended with
not a little of that touching pa-
thos which nsually shows itself
at the downfull and dissolution
of old national communities,
Nothing could surpass in drm-
matic effect the sight of those
terrible men, whose warwhoop
so lately startled the settle-
ments, and defied the armies of
the United States, each now
marching off quietly to his ap-
pointad place of abode, and sat-
thing down peaceably to the
usual conditions of American
citizensnip—all under the di-
recting finger of a little, win-
some white woman, It was a
scene well deserving a place up-
on thé pages of enduring his-
tory.

The flattering success that
attended this initial experiment
among the unsettled tribes of
the west, had the effect to raise
the allotment policy to the very
highest pitch in popular favor.
It was urged upon congress
with the most persistent impor-
tunity, especidlly by the western
states, These states, in press.
ing their desires upon the at-
tention of the federal govern-
ment, maintained that all con-
ditions should be either ignored
or regarded as immaterinl; and
that the five eivilized tribes,
unotwithstanding their high state
of civilization, and many com-
plicated interests, should be al-
lowed to form no axception to
the general rule in dealing with
Iudinns; that, being Indians,
they were, at least technieally,
only “wards of the pation,"
and, as sneh, had no rights,
however solemnly guaranteed,
that the government was bound
to respect; that all treaty agreo-
ments with them, and patents
issued to them, weére, in con-
templation of law, only tempo
rary expedients, and had prop-
erly to give way when crossed
by the political power of the
nation.

The Indiang were the ac-
knowledged owners of the terri-
tory whieh they occupied, the
soil being held as the common
property of the tribe, The
adult portion of the tribes, es-
pecially those who felt the press-
ure of domestic obligations and
duties, were living m well ap-
'mmtml homes tastefully em-
wlished with all those adorn-
ments which nsually character.
ize a wcivilized mode of life,
These homes, beo, they had for-
tified with an ample environ-
ment of those valuable expedi-
ents which ape always needed as
the only sure guarantee sgainst
dependence and want—such as
farms, orchards, gardens, and
pastures, together with the us-
ual array of those miscellaneons
structures which generally enter
into the notion of rural conven-
ience and comfort. In a word,
there wag nothing 'scking to
constitute these Indians one of
the happiest sections of human-
ity in the whole world, but a
reasonnble degree of compli-
ance with plighted faith on part
of the United States.

'x“w‘h:: can :Jllilt be very ob-
vious that an arbitra

of allotment like t&pm

had just been mpliched
among the ﬂ.ﬂﬁh must
have "been [ wrent
thing, and followed by quite &

different train of s, when
put into execntion 0 & peo-
Pl#- like the five eivilized ¢
I'he Tormer, in

of law at least, had
lose by allotmaent, an
quite u little to gain. In
unequal straggle with theUnited
States they were beaten, and,

ion
to

according to the brutal laws of
war, ‘‘the Is belonged to the
vigtor."””  These le tribes

being conquered, and taken
with arms in theiwr hands, may

said to have lost everyt A
'll)‘.in ownership of their :::ﬂ

od with this aminble de-
_ o:%ofmlndhm.

tory, together with the soil,
and

to American oivilization, that
they were, in the end, allowed
any space at all asa home upon
the face of the earth, To them,
an allotment partook, under the
cireumstances, much of the na-
ture of a gracions gift, and, on
the principle that “beggars aro
not allowed to be choosers,”
they had nothing to say as to
the dimensions of tlie hounty.

But the five civilized tribes
ware not a hostile people, They
had never given the least ocon-
slon for a resort,in dealing with
them, to anything like a war
measure, They wore a domes-
tie commuuity, living peaceably
under the guaranteed protection
of the United States. And yet,
in 1898, the faderal government
siddenly assumed an unfriend-
ly bearing toward these inoffen-
giva people, and hegan to deal
with them ns conguersd ene-
mies, Congress, by a piece of
formal legislation, popularly
known as the Curtis law, nlmf-
ished their eivil government,
annulled their laws, abrogated
their treaties, repudiated their
patents, assumed absolute pro-
prietorship of their lands, and
declared off all conditions af-
fecting the custody of their pub-
lic funds, This act was put in-
to foree under the pretense of
seeking “the better protection™
of these Indians; butthe wrong
done them by its simster pro-
visions was too poignant to al-
low them to be deceived as to
its real intent, They could but
distrust the constitutionality of
an aet that contlicted sop square-
ly with the prineiples of justice.
They turned therefore to the
judicial arm of the federal gov-
ernment for relief; but they
were simply told by the supreme
vourt of the United States; in a
carefully considered case, that
the American Indians, being
“wards of the nation,' had no
rights that the government wos
bound to respect; that in deal-
ing with them, the end to be
arrived at by the guardian ao-
thorities, wag not the conserva-
tion of thewr legal rights, (if
they had any, ) but the promo-
tion of their best good.

The most effective argument
employed unpon the floor of
congress in secmring the pas-
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sage of this extraordinary act,
was the alleged fact that the
“oattle barons,”’ and a few
other business clans, had so far
monopolized the surface of the
common domain ns to push the
“fullbloods,” the original own-
ors of the soil, back into the
burren flint hills, where they
were doomed to an endless, and
very painful, struggle with the
dewon of poverty and destitu-
tion. It was said that the op

sure remedy for this deplorable
state of things, was simply to
put each Indian in possession
of his own rightful portion of
the common estate, and then
pecord to him, like auy other
uiltin.»u u{ tbtl’; United States, a
place under the protecti is
of the jndicial lnrum-bngfm&e
federal government, '

Az an anticipated result, the
obnoxious “eattle barons'' sur-
rendered thejr footing upon the
face of the earth, and poace-
fally '  ipeared in the general
fog times; and their
conntless miles of fencing were
removed, ostensibly for the pur-
pose of subjecting the vast
areas which they enclosed to a
per capita distribution among
the Indians.

80 foar;, the movement was
anguestionably correct; but the
many bright promises of which
its beginming was so full, were
doomed 1o withering disap-
miulmﬁim.[ Thﬁ; Izﬂtahul evil of
monopoly, for which the sechome
of allotment had been so hope-
fully devised ms o sovereign
remedy, bocame even more ram-
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Kl!ll. and oppressive, than ever;

bad truly undergone a mater-
il ¢ in fﬂrﬂ‘no. but in ef-
soting the varintion, ite mlent-

W power was enbanesd o
thousandfold.  After Eh de-
ure  of the troublésome
‘cnttle barons, "’ the monopolist
with which the Indians had
then to m whn: 1o lmumu per-
sonage t the governMent of
thn.ﬂ:lud Btates,
As o menns of monopolizing
the inhabitable surface of the
Im d?:]ﬂn' e;lrw:llng the
o o people for secur-
desirable

ng bonul the many
segregations ordered by the gov-
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ernment, in one way or another
was far more effective than any-

thing that had ever been met

with in all the vile dstupations
of the “‘eattle barons.'
exaot number of acres sob apart
in these reserves was never com-
monly known; that was a mat-
ter, & clear knowledge of which
was never vouchsafed to the
popular mind. However, by
the collation of a few known
facts connected with the sub-
joet, and reasoning upon them
in the light of common appre-
hension, it would seem to be
gafo  in  assuming that the
umonut of ground monopolized
in this way embodied thou-
gands and thousands of acres,
with an actual value of more
than a million of dollars. In
the removal of this great por-
tion from the common estate,
us 1 preliminary step to final
allotment, the Indinns failed to
detect anything which, to their
minds, seemed in the least to
sustain the flow of kindly pro-
fessions that characterized bhe
language of the original pro-
moters of the measnre; on the
contrary they felt the stringent
beltings of adversity drawn
around them still tighter<than
ever, dnd that too with all hope
of a coming day of relief for-
ever cut off, Before they were
allowed to know whatr their
portion was to be, the general
interests of religion, education,
internal  improvements, com-
merce, and all sorts of ques-
tionable elaims, had to be pro-
vided for out of the very best
of the property. In a scheme
of allotment devised professedly
for the purpose of securing
them in the possession of their
righttul portion of the lands, it
turned out that they were to
have only a distributive share
in a small surplus remaining
after every form of deduction
had been mada for which the
sophistiy of greed could possi-
bly frame an apology,

And yet it seems not to have
be«n enough that all clunims in
petunl exisvence should be sat-
isfied 1o this preferentinl way,
The sordid source from which
had already issued 80 many ex-
orbitant demands agaiust the
Indinn estate, was rot to falver
in its fruitfulness ns long as
there remaioed a single acre
within the reach of scquisition.
Accordingly the Dawes com.
mission were authorized, and
required, to continue, at their
diseretion, to segregate space
for townsites; especially along
newly coustructed railroads, ns
long us shere remained any In-
dian land not as yet rendered
unavailable for such a purpose
by actual sllotmens.

Among the various acts of
congress shaping the plan of al-
lotment, there was one which
suthorized the secretary of the
interior 1o lease out to private
parties for mining purposes an
smouns of these Indinn lands
limited b{ nothing more defi-
nite than his own sovervign dis-
cretion Under this provision,
large tracts were selectod by
would-be lessees, who had drawn
up contracts in due form, and
placed them on file in the secre-
tary’s office to await his ap-
proval. In the meantime, st
the solicitation of the Indians,
congress poassed an ser go far
modifying the plah of allovment
ns Lo snnul the power of ihe
AfCretary to exeouts such lenses.
This act, though, was not to
take effeot until it had been ras-
ilied by & popular vote of the
Indians. Accordingly on elee-
tion was called to take place on
the 7ih day of Auguss, 1902, It
was this inhibitory effect ypon
the power of the secretary that
most commended the aet to the
good opinion of the Indians ; in-
deed it was relied upon by the
friends of the mensure as the
only possible guarantes of a rat-
ification mt the polls. Tt was
well known that the Indians had
been, for n Jong time, looking
with extreme aversion upon the
indiseriminate handing out of
their lands to moneyed syndi-
cates under long-time lasses |
and that they were not unwil
ling to fall in with almost any
arrangoment that would save
their propersy from sueh an un-
just sequestration. Thewe leases
were, from their ssandpoint, so
obviously in conflict with what
was just, and morally righe,

that the idea Isrgely prevailed

The,
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among them that the sscretary,

in making them, aoted more in
obgdience to positive law, than
in compliatics with his own in.
clination’; and that he would be
only too willinﬁ to regard the
pendengy aof the ratifioation
campnign as a suitable oceasion
for withholding his hand. with
the hope that the result of the
voto might pelieve him of any
furthor pury in o unpléasant o
piece of administration. A can-
vass of the votes showed a de-
cided majority in faver of rati-
fication ; and public fesling
among the Indians had jnst
risan to its full swell of rejoic-
ing over the defent of the hate-
ful lease measure, when they
were informed by dispatches
from Washiogton that the sec-
retary, only a few hours before
the day of election, had approv.
ed, and made effective, the very
leases which constituted the
main objeot of their displeasure.
The news affectad the minds of
the Indigns  with inexpressible
surprise and disappointuient,
The result was,thoy found them-
solves committed irrevotibly by
their own unwary consent, to n
schemé of allotment in which
they had waived all their treaty
guarantées, and riglits under
their patent,

Tho spirit of speculstion ey-
erywhere, apparently through-
out the whole United Btates, was
pn fire, and daneing on tiptoe,
A newly discovered country, of
unnumbered and inexhaustible
resoures, Wwith nothing to hinder
sequisition but such feeble re-
gard as humanity saw fie to ac-
cord to an alien and unconge-
nial race, presented a tempta-
tion in the presence of whieh
the best virtue of a christian
civilization provied to be abso-
lutely helpless,

Among the first forms in
which avarice began to prey up-
on the wellbeing of the Indians
was one which grew directly out
of the oppressive nature of the
laws whieh had been so recently
precipitated into the Territory,
Lawyers without number flock.
od into the country, like sheep
into u new pasture. These laws
were so obviously in conflict
with repson, as well a8 every
known prineiple of civil juris.
prudence, that it was an easy
matter for them,especially those
who had acquired a little fame
upon the floor of congress, or
elsewhere, 1o make the unso-
phisticated Indians believe tha
roliel wos foasible through the
courts, and that nothing was
noeded to entire suceess, but a
stupendous  appropriation of
tunds ; but when the case reach-
ed Washington it was invaria-
bly dismissed on the backneyed
doetrine that the *“judicinry had
no power to coerce the pxecu-
tive;"" and shat an Indinn is
ward of the nation,'" and has
no rights that the legisiative
was bound to respéct. At this
pvint the matier whs ,i;--u-frull,-
ended, only leaving behind a
fearful vacuum in the vatignal
treasury.

It would be untrue to the
cause of relighle history to leave
unmensioned right here a cer-
tain  schome of speculution
which came into vogue during
the days of Iudisn allotment,
and which was singularly
unigue, If there is apything in
this world more justly entitled,
thap any osher, w prowection
agninst all the forms of imposi.
tion aud wrong, it is the orphan
~the fatherless and motherless
children which the inexorible
lawe of nature have thrown for
purture upon the eold hands of
the community. The man who
oould conceive the ides of cap-
italizing the pathetic exigencies
of orphansge, certainly had a
busingss eye of the most unus-
ual penetration., And yei there
were not & few thrifty geniuses
who hit upon the scheme of
bunting out and gathering up
Indisn orphans, and, under the

retenne of benevolently eariog
or their infantile wants secure,
through the help of foderal
cours, personal control and use
of their allotments uutil the lit-
tle ones hecome of age. The
profis which a guardian might
receive from such & business is
0o manifest to peed explana-
tion, Whatever indirect credit
may be due to such a method of
gain, the eSrtmupzlng motive,
when viewed in connection with
the sacredness of the mea ns em-

ployed, was unquestionably oo
temptible, That such a busy.
pess could bave been carried of
suceessfully under the shelter
ing wing of the federal court,,
regoﬂa no small shadow of pe.'
proagh upon the justice and de.
vengy of the times.

A land office was established
the work of which was, to as-
sign to each Indinn his proper
portion of land called his allot
ment. The method devised for
uscertaining the size of this
allotment in the Cherokee nas
tion wns not a little curious.
After setting apart all reseryoes,
it was assumed that the inter-
est of each Indian in the re.
maindsr was  worth just
#325.65 ; vhis sum divided by
the appraised value per acre of
the land in question, gave the
dimension of the allptment.
The divisioh, however, Was
arbitrarily required to show g
quotient which could be exaetl
L}lvided by 10; but if %she

vided, the allottes had to fop-
feit the odds. To illustrate:
Land at 856 per acre showed an
allotment of 65.13 aocres; bus
ps the allottee could take onl

80 aeros, he was simply shave

to the amount of 5.18 peres,

This species of petty trim.
ming, nd ecarrvied out jn ghe
scheme of Cherokee allotment,
amountad, in the aggregate, 1o
many handsorue estates,

The Dawes commission, who
were responsible for this little
variety of questionable doing,
apologized for it by saying that
the 18th section of the Cherokes
agreement required ench allot-
ment to consist of
number of ton aere tracts, and
without any fraction thereof,

But this construction of the
section was ohviously incorrecs.
It says, in substance, that in
preparing the ground for allot-
ment, the least legal subdivis-
ion, that is 1o sny, the least sub-
division that shall be conceived
of ns having heet made in 8
sipuare, according to the general
plan of the goverument survey,
shall be ten ncres, There is a
materind ditference between the

and that of the word “'lawful.*’
It was not intended to be said
that the least *‘lawiul'’ subdi-
vision must be ten nores in a
square. The statute intention--
ally left the allotting commis-
sion st hberty to make any
other still smaller subdivision,
and in any shape that might

nllottoe,

There was developed uundor the shadow
of the land offiee o ourdous kind of indus
try which desorves commemorntion, as un
lustration of the wonderful porsistones
#ﬂlh whioh avarios hangs upon the hools of

the [ndian, No sconer had the oftes SOomn
b rest upon its foundation, than woseyed
pepters wore located At ponveninnt range
all mromnd #, Ao bauks, land sgimelns,
trust sompanies, (and what not 1) for the
purpose of purchasing, or leasing, wllod-
ments w8 soon ae they wore assigied.
Theso iostitttions, by means of thwely
survey, ind aoquired sxact knowledge of
tho tracts of which they desired to abe
taln eontrol.  Apvnts wont oud amo g the
Indiuns whise business it was (o basgain
with, snd bring v, sueh Indiserest wein
bers of the they eould provail
upon, meutly and  plinnt
minded negroes, and, by paying them the
merest trifle of present mongsy, fudoeed
them fe Cfle dpon,"” and lease the pre
soribed traet; whersupon the resl sstate
lustitution turned and Jet out Lhe sasos
trants, st enormous rental, to Pull-handed
Mrangors from the stabos,

irihe an

Young men

The nuthorities of the land offiee by no
menus disooursged this kind of dealing,
The flodrs of the offies wae generally
thronged with sgunte whose business it
was to rape n those pitiable objests of
inposition

Ii is eurious to observe Now the bost
Indd plans for good aan sometimon be per-
varted to the basast of ends.  Apparently
from the noblest of motives, the allorting
comoidacton bad made a rule giving the
“hilliMeia" shsolate right of way in the
Innd oo,  Aceordingly when (e
“shark” bpponred st tha door of the ofiée
with lis band of dumb fullblood vietion,
all be had to Ao was wismply 1o sall 1o the
door-keoper, s say, “'sit, bere are some
fullbloods desiving to fie.”" Al omee the
way was elowred.  All other propet appll-
eanta worn dlomisséd for the tlme. The
young Indlais file; the leass i sxocttod
upon the spol, and the poor, mominsl
landliordy stop eut, nnd strol) away with 3
ponny in their poskete, destibute and ah-
solutely homeless, at lundt for the wexi
Bftesn yours, or such » malter.

For sle ot People's Drog Store.

guotient could not be thus di- -

0 ocertain *

meaning of the word “legal"

best suit the convenienoe of thee

-

)

1

/

-

iy




